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3 " BEG Leave to fend you a Cop 
= - what I intend ſaying at the 
5 DRAINAGE MEETING, the Gib. 


of October next, that ycu may have Time 


of 


| to conſider it, and to object to hat. you. 


* rhink improper, and refute what is 


am, SIRS, 


T d. moſt humble Servant, 


OO ROBERT CARTB 


__ Coty 
hw 


To the Commiſſioners of the AncuoLme 
Drainage Acc. © 
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HE laſt Time 1 had the! 88 
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N 
= ce By « of addreſſing you at the General 
J Meeting, it was pretty nearly in 


the following Terms. That I 
look d upon the General Meeting as deſign'd 
eto take into Conſideration the General State 
« of the Drainage, and ſhould therefore only 
« ſpeak to that Point firſt. That I never at- 
« tended the Meetings or concern'd myſelf in 
10 any other Buſineſs but to ſolicit the determi- 
e nation of ſome Queſtions relating to myſelf; 
That if ever I did mention other Subjects, 
e it was unhappily only to find fault with, and 
* proteſt againſt the Proceedings of the Com- 
* miſſioners as unfair and unjuſtifiable. That 
*I was ſorry to be oblig'd to do ſo, for I did 
e not ſeek out for Occaſions to bring a railing 
Accuſation againſt them, but that they fell 
e in my way by Chance without Enquiries. 
„That going over the Level from Barton to 
C Broughton, I ſaw ſome, and was inform'd of 
more Works done on private Eſtates, at the 
CL public Expence, which had not the leaſt Re- 
lation or connection with the general Drain- 
1 age · That I often had remonſtrated againſt 
12 „„ them 


—_— 15 4 4 — 
a Fe them as an and partial, but! tbo ei- 
= ther any Anſwer or Effect, and that they, | | 
mien on complimenting one another with _ 
Rnd private Jobs, at the public Expence. That 
« lately going a fiſhing into the Carrs, and 
«*enquiring what they were doing in the A 
Drainage, was told by the People who affiſt- _ 
„ed me, that they were only cleaning out the 
„ DPitches, Drains, and Becks in  Houſeham, = 
e Cale, and the Kebſeys, and they with a 
Smile confeſs'd that they did not know why, 1 
aas they could not ſay on my aſking them, 
TON © they hid any Relation to a General Drain- 
£6 age. on this J fent a Perſon to ſee what 
had been done there, and was in formed that 
1 not much leſs than 2000 Rood of private 
* dyking in Farauay Dyke, Cadney Dram, 
% Ware Dyke,” Piſs-a-bed Dyke, 30 Feet River, 
4a nd Kelſey Drain and Beck, were done in thoſe No. 
40 Lordſhips, and at no leſs Expence than 4 or 
„gol. to the Public. That upon theſe 2 
% Grounds I charg d the Commiſſioners with 4 
e an Abuſe of their Truſt, and a Miſ-appli- g 3 
4 6 cation of the Public Maney to private Jobs, 
b vhich had nbt the leaſt Relation to a Public 
« Drainage. Why: thould theſe Lordſhips be 
* ſo particularly favour'd but from undue 5 5 1 
0 tialities? That every other Lordſhip had the 
_ ** ſame Right or Claim to the ſame Works, 2 
i f ang if _ were * for one, they mould 
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1 i gage for-alls That Lins particulavly. 8: 
* griev d, injur d and robb'd of my Property 


N 47 by the abſurd and unjuſt Principles of the 


Bill, and wou'd be much more injur'd by 


=, the undue Execution of it. That having 


i unfortunately the 29th, Part of the Level, 1 


was again made ſubject to the. 29th. Part of . 


* the Expence of the General Drainage, tho' 
„ had not the 100 nor perhaps the 150th. 


60 Part of the Value of the Level. That there- 


*« fore out of this 4 or Fool. which has been 


e expended upon the private Ditches of ' Houſe 


ce bam, Cadney, and Kelſeys, 12 or 1 pl. wou'd 
4 fall to my Share to pay, and therefore I 


60 look'd upon myſelf as much robb'd of that 


#12 or 151. ſo miſapplied, contrary to the In- 
s tent and Meaning of the Act, as if it was 
ke taken out of my Pocket; and that every 
* other to the pettieſt Freeholder, was. ge 
0 wrong d by it in Proportion: That I had 
made the fame Complaint 2 or 3 Years ago, 


. * when thoſe Ditches were ſhear d at the pub- 


* lic Expence and no other Lordſhip indulg' d 
with the ſame Favour, which Partiality was 
e then taken Notice of by the common Peo- 


| & ple of the adjoining. Pariſhes, and much 
* 40 complain d of, as being oblig'd' to ſhear for 


< themſelves to ſave their Carrs.. A Gentle- 


man then * whe. bp recolle& 585 
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the Matter over, to me privately, aid, "Wat 
«the Tenants had begun to complain of the 
Weight of the Rent and Taxes, and could 
never do the Ditches themſelves. But does 
F ** not the ſame Hardſhip extend to the Ten- 
= _ <* ants of other Lordſhips, and is it a Reaſon 
hy they ſhould be cleaned at the public Ex- 

** pence? If hard upon the Tenants"to es.” 
e their Ditches, then let the Landlords do it. 
Lor lower their Rent, rather than throw , 
* them on the Public, which has no Kind of 
Obligation to do them. That I knew the 

* Surveyor wou'd pretend they were done for 
turning the Water while the great Drain 

„Was cutting. But this Pretence is equally 

«falſe and abſurd, and ſhews in him as little 

Skill and Judgement, in my Opinion, as it 

* ddes Juſtice to the Public. For it is for- 

t eing Water contrary to Nature, up Hill, 
mW  <andat 5 Times the Expence and Diſtance it 
1 might have been done by the old River, the 
gnmatural Courſe of the Water, and which 
- ** might have been cleaned out in only a few 
places ſufficient for a Watercourſe, at a very 

» triſting Expence. But this wou'd not have 
<© anfwer'd their Purpoſe, for all the Weight 
f Favouritiſm, Power, and Intereſt lies be- 
low Brigg, and above Brigg, only hitherto 
on the Eaſt Side. That indeed they were 
10 either E le Able, or ſo a raid of the unjuſti- 
1 58 fiableneſs | 
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10 gableneßs of PIR e d as tb . 4 
*c « ſeparate Account of, and take Council 98 
Opinion upon them, and which era 
+ be againſt them.“ (This Opinion was then 
read, and the Matter by it as far as it could be 
underſtood, was made to depend upon other 
| Queſtions, - determinable by the Commiſſion- 
ers, which, however, are not yet determin- 8 
ed.) „1 added that no Works ſhou'd be com- 
E prehended under a General Drainage, and be 
40 done at the public Expence, but ſuch as 
*< were of general Utility, ſuch as the Lock, 
. „ $luice, and General Drains, ſufficient to 
5 6 carry the Waters of the whole Level off, 
 *©nor was any. Thing more done as pub- 
de lic Works in the Halderngſe, and W tham 
| « Drainages. That the Public was, concern 
<in nothing further, but that each Lordſhip 
was to ſcour. their Ditches leading to theſe 
General Drains and Works, at their own, 
private Expences. That if we were to de- 
44 viate from this Line into theſe private Drains | 
% and. Ditches, they muſt be done for all as 
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1 „ well as for one, and then in that Caſe 
100, 0, or 1 fo, oool. wou'd not be ſuffici : 
« ent for that Purpoſe, and all the Money 155 5 "I = 4 
that cou'd be raiſed u pon the Tolls and w— 


e Drainage was effected. That therefore none 
<6 of TROP e o d be done till | the 
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in main Work was Hin (hed; if at all: T 
. wondered how any Commiſſioner, con 
4 as his Oath; wou d compliment any Gen- 
ey, or how añ 


SY 


66 GN od 45156 or even accept it. a 
a "os: I defired wa ee by” wha! Order de 
tches were cleaned; an 0 9 
<6: - Upon - - examining the , 
appeared no particular Orc 1 
r N Reſol 70 
e done, 


9 hope the 
and — in 
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4 . Y > y * * ” % 5 ; . x 


7 ar the old and hew nebalmes;,” and ofdered 
| that no private Ditch; Drain, or Brook whats | ps 
ever, in any Lordſhip on either Side, be ta: 
ken into Conſideration till thoſe two main 
e as ee? 
: EN "I will venture to toy, that upon the fullet N 
1 Examination this will at laſt be found the moſt = 
| _ fational, juſt, and feaſible Plan that can 8 
. dpori, ot executed in the upper Level. Rs 
However; in putting the Que tion, my firſt ”-_ 
A i Reſolution was carried againſt me, without 
| any Arguments but Numbers; and the ſecond 
2 Was affirmed, but 1 in ſuch a Manner as to rens 
95 der it quite ineffectual, by tacking to it tho 
3 during the cleaning the new Anchalme, 5 
4 was deem d more eligible both for Navigation 


| and Bene Nee it . haue dae 


cans: and FORD 2 Prod” the; 8 = Fg, 


1 s dt li to clean out whatever private 


rains Be (hall think proper, and ece / 
for turning t atet. And finding my- 2 


by Ignorance: and-Confi-. . 
Aﬀertions for e e and "If 
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alone can decide. 
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. pleasd for me, as 1 4 1 cou'd hi jo 
tain neither F avour nor © in "Any. one A 
n, 1 ane 6 eee xs. N "4 
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This is nearly the . noo of . 1 cad, © 


except on my o.] Buſineſs, and What was 
done at that Meeting; I have now only to 


add, that J continue in the fame Sentiments, 


and am of Opinion that all the internal Works 4 
done in private Lordſhips at the public Ex- 


pence do not any Way belong to the Drain 


age, and conſequently the Expence of them 
|  ſhou'd not fall on the Public, but on the Poſ= _ 
ſeſſors. We conſult Lawyers upon Points 
| where. common Senſe and common Honeſty i 
Read the Act and the To 
Th Opinions of Lawyers, conſulted: thereon, and 
wWunat is the Reſult but ignatum per ignotius. 
We have always found it ſo, for upon refer= _ 
| ring to both, we have never been enlighten c 
or inform'd in the Matter of our Doubts. Aſk 
common Senſe. and it will tell you, that tho* 
a Public Drainage includes a private Drain 5 


age, yet a private Drainage does not include 


a public one. That public Money ſhould be 5 


applied only to public Uſes; that Redbourn, 2 


VMaddingbam, or Norton, are no Way included 

er e dr, by Piſs-a-bed, and Faraway Dyes 
&c. in Houſebam and Cedney being cleaned, 

8 but _ they are deed a 1 a Sluice, and a 
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| ; i ; 
* * 
| * | | 1 I | b 
1 2 4 
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| grand Geeta; Drain or Drains. 1 cannot. wn 
+ therefore comprehend in the Name of com- 
mon Senſe, that any other Works. can belong 
to a General Drainage, but ſuch as I ſaid before 
are of general Utility, ſuch as a Lock, Sluice, 
and a general Drain; - For. Inſtance, a poor + ; 
| Freeholder in Waddingham,. which I know to 
be a Caſe in Point, has 20 Acres in the Mi: L | 
dle of the Cars, for which he pays a Tax of 
half Crowns; he receives only 4a Benefit 5 
from the Lock, gluice, and main Drain, and 
from no ſide, Works in any other private 
Lordfhip, and therefore whatever public Mo- 
ney is expended upon them, he pays his pro- 
portionable Share towards it without any Adr 
_ vantage, unleſs. they. wou'd alſo cle an his 
4 Ditches at the public Expence, which I dar 
4 ſay no one of the Cominiſſioners wou'd Vote 
ret They wou'd tell him there was a main 
3 Drain made for the carrying off his and all... 
= others Waters. 2 If one Lordihip is to have 
| their Ditches clean'd out for them, hy not 
ano ther, and then why. not all 3 J hope the 
Proprietors of thoſe Lordſhips whereon the 
. '7 the Money has been expended, will take the 
Matter into Conſideration, ſee it in its proper 
Light, as highly unjuſt, and refund it to the 
Truſt. Notking but Intereſt can make them 
ſiee it in any other. The cr in itſelk 
TOs Þ. vojult aad Abſurd enough; let u not 
ral. OT "wil. 


{| 


Ca). 


- Wis more n ahi PO in ihe! bre, 
cation ; let us not ſo much Ser what it 
days or means, which! 18 generally unintelligi- | 
ble, and where it is intelligible very unjuſt, 
but what it ſhou d ſay and mean. It Was de? 
ſigned (tho' upon the moſt unjuſt e 
for a General Drainage; the Lock, Sluice, 
and one or two main Gerl Drains are ſuffl- 
cient for that purpoſe. Let them be done 


firſt at the public Expence; and let the Pro- 


| Ptfetors do their own internal Ditches at their 


own Charges; And if, after having done that, 
any can prove that they are not effecraitly . 
Urained: in that Caſe, it wou'd be highly 


proper and juſt that ſome new Work ſhou'd 


General Drainage: 1 muſt ſay that 1 e 


paüarticularly, that thoſe Proprietors for whom 
moſt of the public Money has been Sen 5 
are ce wet I able to refund it, as they will be 
0 eonſiderably benefited! 

| bop 6 I hope will be the moſt ready to do 


y the Act, and 


1 know from my own ſad e 7 


| — Landlord in the Carrs has with Circum- 
ſtanees of a moſt- unrelenting Rigour raiſed N 
es or my under Tenants to 5 Times the ori- 


ginal Rent, even before any Advantage has ac- 4 | 


4 frac” FW it. Lon t know nts ak 


* a. 8 2 
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be done for them at the public Expence, to- 
wards the more effeQual draining of them, as 
they have contributed, their Taxes towards 3 2. 


88 " 5 


Ro, Gall bs- able to bre even che Tax Wan * 
— 9 4 er ſo that you ſee I can be no Gainer * 
all, probably a great Le ſer.” The more Mo- 


kr which is ſpent unneceſſarily upon the 


for 8 you ſee, 1 not only ſpeak upon the ge- I ; 


of little Frecholders who have no Intereſt. 
but alſo as 1 confeſs upon ſelf Defence. But 


aſk, and do hereby abſolutely diſclaim to have 
any of the internal Ditches or Works at Red- 
bourn,, done. at the public. Charge: 1 chou d 
conſider: it as unjuſt, and mean to the laſt De- 


in Works no Way relating to the General 


of an unanimous Vote of the Comiſſioners for 


coming out of the Pocket of: 1 7 Spar: Drops 5 : 
H mann e Poiſon i it all. | FS 


> * 
x . : * $* 5 
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5 theſe Works, I deſire not to re- imburſe my 
ſelf by making Repriſals in doing Wrong to to- 
others. I repeat, what I ſaid half alopd when 
25 Hout of e Wa wg moſt juſt . 
i Fles 


| Drainage, adds to my Injury and Loſs: there= 


neral principles of Juftice, and in the Cauſe . 


whatever others do, I ſhoud be aſnam d to 


gree. If 20 Shillings ſhou'd be laid out there 
Drainage, it is not the Authority or Sanction ; _ f 


= it, bog could render it ee or ee. to 5 355 


N Ne yobe: ant 10, 0, en thit — one 


nes Wrong 1 "law and 10 er „ 5 
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tf Pleas for Redreſs, by the, ſuperior Addreſs, 
ff | HIntertſt; and Rancour of my Adverſaries, who 
4 * | ſeerhed to exult in their poor Victory; that 
, in theſe. Sort of Cauſes; I:;wou'd rather be the 
1  vanquiſh'd than the vanquiſhing Party. And 
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with & to this Point of having Intereſt 
ſ with the Commiſſioners; or rather the Sur- 
Ms -' veyor,: who ſeems a Plenipotentiary in the 
i Drainage, to have any private Jobs done for 
ö me at 815 en Expence, J exclaim with 
bi | 3 


1 % dee, than 60 0 5 
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. At the -farne Time chat 1 give up, 1 refuſs, 
diſclaim; and will not ſuffer any Aſſiſtanee 
ftroi the public Truft, towards the private 
ünternab Drainage, of poor perſecuted; luck- 
es, friendleſs Redbourn, I muſt inſiſt upon 
_ the Poiat of the Old Ancholme being kept open 
at the Expence, for publie Uſes and 
public Reaſons. Admitting the new Cut as 
7 ſtraight one, the propereſt (as being the 
Horteſt for a N⸗ vip pation): it Cannot be. deem- a 
8 dd ſo in the Eye of Reaſon,” and band *. 
2; - <droftaticah; Principles for Drai | 
-- FR Ata Cut often « or Les the higheſt- Lands, ar . 
Eye oppoſite to Reabourn, 
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| at Joubtleſs in ali other Plsces- But we | 
old River muſt Oy and in tlie Nature of 
= Things, be the moſt 
vel, as it muſt r its Courſe along the lru- > 


ary. between all the Lordſhips above Briggs 38 


therefore muſt, upon both Accounts, be kept 
77 The new Cut where it runs far off (as it does 
drain the lower Grounds lying on the Borders 


Opinion, but if I had the Direction of the ; 
Drainage, after the moſt mature deliberation 
and moſt attentive : Survey of the Plan and i 
Level itfelf, I wou'd, at: leaſt” above Brag, 

make the old River the only Canal, both He 7 


are ſo gentle as wou d neither affect the Drain- 
age nor Navigation (if there can be one) ma- 
terially, and the Difference of Diſtance won d 
not perhaps exceed 4 or 5 Miles between 
Brigg, and Brifoop. Briggs. By this- Means 
every Lordſhip wou d touch every Point of 
the Drainage and Navigation, and conſequent- 
by receive the greater Benefit therefrom. Be- 
| fides it wou'd ſave very great Expentes to the. 
_Pablicy, wall” e een to the 
| | * Propiator 


proper Drain a 9 
, Parts throughout. Beſides it is the Bound- 


and to which all their Brooks, Drains; and 
Ditches tend, as to the loweſt Point, and 


open either at the public or private Expence. 
in ſome Places half a Mile or more) cannot | 


of the old River. Perhaps 1 am ſingular in my 15 0 


Drainage and Navigation; For the Wandings 1 


to remedy which, Bridges, at a very great ex- 
pPence, muſt be built over to the Lands ſo inter- 
ſected, and muſt be a great Hindrance to Navi- 
_ gation, if there ſhould be one; for Inſtance, the 
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new Cut touches Redbourn at both Extremities; ; 
and interſe&s from the upper one, a Carr of | 


- Acres, and from the lower one, a: Car-of -:* 
only 7 or 8 Acres, and to each of which the 
Commiſfioners'muſt give me ſome Communiæx 

cations. The further ill Conſequence ru 

fromit ĩs, that touching the Drain only in thoſe 

Points, Regdbourn can receive little or no Be. | L 

nefit from either Drainage or Navigation, at 
leaſt in the intermediate Parts. Beſides it 
makes me and all others in the fame. een 8 
dependant upon the Will and Power Ss: YN 
- _—_ whoſe Lands 1 ye between me and the 
new Cut, for carrying my Waters in a ſtraight | 
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to determine the L 
4. Nobec, or Tum-a- Stiles, and whoſe: Surveys 8 
conſequently muſt neceſſarily, without im- 

peaching their Attention and Fidelity to their 
FTruſt, be very erroneous and incorrect. 1 


8) 


and confident Aſſertions of the loweſt and moſt 


illiterate of their Servants, their Surveyors, 


Undertakers, &c. as if they were in any Degree 


competent Judges of fuch 1 nice. Mathematical 


Points, far above the Rank of their Capacity. 
The ſettling the Limits of the Level (a 
Point of the utmoſt Importance to be done 


with the moſt accurate Preciſion, and i in the 


bigheſt Floods) was left to Surveyors, who 
did it in the Summer Time, and were to take 
their Informations as to the high Water Mark 
ands overflown, from Fobn- 


know of ſome Miſtakes of low . Grounds not 
included in the Survey, which ought to have 
been, and not being ſo, is an Injury to the 


redſt in the Level, who pay for the draining 


them. Many other Informalities and Irregu- 


larities might be pointed out in their Proceed | | 


-ings, and Works, if enquired into. 


But to ſhew how unacquainted many Gen- Me 


tlemen are with the Level; One Gentleman 
in a Queſtion laſt Meeting, held up his Hand 
to condemn and abandon poor old Ancholme as 

ee who a N af terwards knew working 
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of ſome Lands which he hadlying upon it, and 
therefore didi itin pure Ignorance againſt. 11s o + 


Intereſt, not knowivg it any Way concern d. 
But the old Ancholme was clean d out againſt 
another. Eſtate. of his, and, not knowing 3 
had any Thing further on it, he was not wil- 
lung to 4 the ſame; Benefit, which he 
himſelf had. receiv d to me and others higher 


up. Another too, Who has a Plan of the 


* 


Level continually; e Jigs N ny Attends | 


4 14 > 2 


4 ; acquieſcing im the _ cho alone, as he 
WH thought; it rum ell along the: Side of Redbainn, 

= whereas it ſearce touches me, and the old Ri- 
ver is the Boundary. approv'd {alide 


to me), of my oppoſing. theſe private Bitches 
being « done by the public Money as unjuſt in 
| itſelf and dangerous in its Conſequences, ; as * 
vou d entail hem upon the Public, and I have 
& that he ſigned the bye Law, by 


ole 1 Thing $ were done. 
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When I ha wrote thus far, the Clerk EC ; 
the Drainage was {.obliging as to Fayour me 
With a Communication of the Minute Book | 
of the Commiſſioners, | „out of which I ſhall © 85 
ſubjoin an Extract to Corroborate my Allega- 
tions, and as a Specimen in what Manner, 
and to What Perſons, and to what Purpoſes © 
dhe public 0 has s been expended. | . 
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5 14, 10 1090 to T. D. for his Trouble. 
6 None, Hob oo. r e after the | 
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At this Meeting it is adjndg'd e (alias 
convenient) that the, ſeveral public or main 
Drains (alias private Ditches) running thro” 
the ſeveral {Lordſhips, within the Level of 
: Auchulne, ſhou'd.,be.; well; and ſufficiently. 
ſeour d out and clean d. k ;And:that doing the 
ſame vou d he, very g Arial, (alias clever) for 
the Purpoſe of a General (alias private) Drain- 
age 1; Ther efore it is order? di that the ſame (a 
aſk Which, and how many) he ſcour d out and 
-Sleans'd as ſoon as gonveniently may be, (What 
follows in a Parentheſis is interlin'd (and from 
Tn to. Time, and at all Times, to be kept 
and that the Trea- 9 
ſuter r pay the Bxpeneea pr doingsþe ſame out ; 
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to Sir Row. Wynn Clough. 
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el the Money rais d by the Act. 11 
Thirty Pounds more to Mr. 74 10 ; 
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e 12 or 1 5 Shillings 4 Dey! for the Tits 
1 Works are done, Wee 6 or 8 Months. 

That Mr. Dixon, and Mr. Wright ſhear, 
our; and cleanſe the River Ancholme; (the old 
one I dare ſay) from Redbourn to Biſhop. Briggs, 
new Doors to Sir Row. Mynms Clough, ti 
I T ſhall comment no further on the above 
e (one excepted) as the Reader wil 


ſiee at a Glance what Sums have been expended 0 1 
on the private Ditches and Drains in Brvngb- A 
ton and Appleby, and alſo on the Eaſt Side be- Kc 
low Brigg, and alſo in Houſebam and Cadney, 9 
ſince the Commencement of the Act; whilt 


not one ſingle Shilling has been laid out with- 
in Scawby, Hibalifiow, Reubourn, Madding bam. 985 
or, I believe, any other Lordſhip, either to 
the Eaſt or Weſt above N. Kelſey, or even the 
: Ancholmes ſufficiently ſhear d. Another Re- 
mark 1 wou'd make is, that the Ditches „„ 
Drains in Broughton and Appleby are, by an 
extraordinary Figure of Speech, call'd pub 
Drains. Now I ſniou'd think public Drains 
are what the public Waters paſs thio', ſuch 8 
the Drain from Ferraby Sluice to B. Brigg. 
For the Waters of every Town, on the Le, 
' paſs into and thro” that Drain in one Part oer 
another. But no Waters but their own: p 
thro Broughton and Appleby Drains, and there =. 
fore they can in no Senſe be public Drains. 
Tis Pee the SO: 1 7 on Side 
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ins may carry off the Waters of hose 4 avs 


them, and therefore. they may ſay they are obs 
lig d to have their Prains ſomewhat'wider; but 
is? itnot the ſame Caſe with all Lands 1 ying up- 
on the long Courſe of a Brook or River, and vet 
is no Pretence on the lower Grounds having 


any Demands on. the upper. for carrying off | 


their Waters — But, however, I believe it 
was to ſolve all theſe Doubts and Difficulties, 
and to ſalve their own Proceedings, that the 
Commiſſioners, by their almighty Power, 
made that moſt extraordinary Reſolutien of che 


voted, and decreed (without any eee 
Deſeription or Deſignation of an} which I 
| ſuppoſe they were to determine afterwards as 
they pleas d, the private Drains running thro 
the ſeveral Lordſhips in the Level to be main 


and public Drains, ee and eſſential to 


might 
as well have declar'd plaſhing their Hedges 
and reparing their Hautes a5 e for 4 


be done for a General Declines: They 


General Drainage. 


Indeed, there were many -Camntillonutd | 
"prac who ſaw the Ilegality, and Unjuſtifi= 5 
ableneſs of it, and therefore ſtrongly oppof d it 
vou d not ſigu it. It was alſo done, asThave 
been aſſur' d, contrary to the Opinion, Advice, 


and 


and Approbation of one, who, tho not au- 
-thoris d ts en ſhou' d ye 


yet have been 
Te EL nd 


A * 
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44 


de to. in \ Points of Linn Ie once thought | 
of adding the. Names of thoſe who ſigned the I 
above; ;, but out e of Regard and Tenderneſs to 
them, and as 1, . wou'd not willingly . hurt of, 
offend any one, y ſhall omit U 
I leave them to their own RefleQions, Bot | 
ia Juſtice to them who did not 1 it, it Was 
5 neither Mr. Boucherett, nor Mr. bompſen, not .. 
Mr. Stelton, nor Mr. Empſon, tho”. Tele | 
: the two. former were not preſent, , ner have 1 
9 ſeen the Nam * of. the firſt in the Bock linge, 5 
: as I wou'd — from his Diſapprobation of 35 
: bk, 05 and perry 5 0 and i in 


to do A en oy ſhall think proper, - that 
they may fay with Drawcanfir, All this 7 we 40, 
| . becauſe. a we dare and can do it. To this, if i it be | 
3 o, there can be no other Anſwer, than that ; 
= it is a Power which was perhaps not intended, 7” 
or at. leaſt. ſhou'd. not have been given, "and 1 
that what. they dare, can, and have done, is 55 
what they ought 1 not to have done. . | 


a I ſuppoſe i it is in conſequence of this Reſolu- Sn 
on tion, that the Surveyor, has ſpent a a great Part 5 
of the Summer in cleaning the Bitches in 1 
Houſehan,  Cadney,. and the Kelſeys, under : 
Pretence of turning the Water, .(by the bye 
. . in which time. he might have 
: 1 he oy oe „ made 
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i Drains may carry off the Waters of theſe above 
- , them, and therefore they may ſay they are ob« 
„„ lig d to have their Drains ſomewhat wider; but 
is it not the ſame Caſe with all Lands lying up- 
on the long Courſe of a Brook or River, and yet 
is no Pretence on the lower Grounds having 
any Demands on, the upper for carrying off 
their Waters? But, however, I believe it 
was to ſolve all theſe Doubts and Difficulties, 
and to ſalve their own Proceedings, that the 
Commiſſioners, - by their almighty Power, - 
FH made that moſt extraordinary Reſolution of the 
18 Fiorſt of Jah, 1771, by which they defin d, 
= voted, and decreed (without any particular 
Deſeription or Deſignation of them) which I 
_ ſuppoſe they were to determine afterwards as 
they pleas'd, the private Drains running thro 
the ſeveral Lordſhips in the Level to be main 
and public Drains, neceſſary and eſſential to 
be done for a General Drainage. They might 
as well have declar'd plaſhing their Hedges 
and reparing their Houſes as neceſſary for 4 
; General Drainage. 
Indeed, there were many. CatnniBondry: 
past who ſaw the Illegality, and Unjuſtifi- | 
ableneſs of it, and therefore ſtrongly oppoſ d it 
and wou' d not ſigu it. It was al ſo done, as I have 
0 been afſur'd, contrary to the Opinion, Advice; | 
| '  _- and; Approbation of one, who, 'tho' not au- 
=_  thoriz d to Ee" hou d yet have been 
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| tended: to.in \ Points of Law: 1 once e thought 
of adding the Names of thoſe who ſigned the 
above; ; but out of Regard and. Tenderneſs to 
them, and as 3 vou'd not willingly. burt or 
offend any one, 'L ſhall r 

-i& leaye them to their own Reflections. | Bye, 
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2 Stelen, nor 1 Mr. Epſon. tho 1 ee 
the two former were not preſent, ner have I 
ſeen the Name of the firſt in the Book ſince, 
as I wou 'd hope, from his Diſapprobation of 2 
ſuch arbitrar) and partial Proceedings, andin 
my Opinion by ecty contrary to the Opinion 
of Mr. Phipps. upon the Caſe. | But perhaps 
the Act gives them unlimited abſolute Power 
to do whatever they ſhall think proper, ſo that 8 
they may ſay with Dracagfir, All this we dd, 
becauſe we dare and can db it. To this, if it be 
” fo, there can be no other Anſwer, than that 
it is a Power which Was perhaps not intended, 5 
or at leaſt ſhou'd not have been given, and x 
that what they dare, can, and have done, is 
what they ought 1 not to have done. 
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tion, that the Surveyor, has ſpent : a great Part | 
of the Summer in cleaning the Ditches in 
Houſeham, Cadney, and the Kelſeys, under 
Pretence of turning the Water, (by the bye 
WP, Hill). in Which time he ne have 
; WER. bat „ 


1 ſuppoſe i it is in conſequence of this Relu- | 5 


6 


kale the main Canal to . B. in tert 
Sttetches, and by tutning the Water along the 
old River. För there b no Order for their 
being done! in the Book, And, indeed, he 
and another Gentleman, mention d in the 
foregoing Extract, ſeem to tne to have the ſole 
Direction as well as the Execution of the. 
Draihage, tho' the Commiſſioners meet ſome- 
times in due Form. 1 
hope, When! meet you, to lay before you at 
the ptivate Works which I ſay no Way belong 
to the General Drainag ge, (and which yet have 
been paid for with the public Money,) from 
an actual Survey of them, unleſs I, or the 
Peop le 1 ſhall employ for that Purpoſe, are 
knocked o'th Head by your Surveyor, wo 
ſeem'd to threaten ſome ſuch Thing g, if we were 
fo impertinent as to come An look at bis 
Works. „ 
I ſhall fay nothing as to the immenle sum 
eg has been expended on the Drainage. 
Mr. Marſhall, of Theddlethorp, eſtimated it at 
15,0001. and Mr. Yeoman, an eminent Engin- | 
eer, ſince at 16, Oo0l. and which I am ſure, 
with Occonomy and Prudence, wou'd have 
been fully ſufficient for all the Purpoſes of a 
General Drainage: and yet you have — 
above double that Sum alteady, and it is not 
near finiſh'd.” Perhaps it is impoſſible in theſe 
public Works not to be cheated and 1 impos d 

4 on 


r 


on a little. But by 0 I have ſeen, and 1 6 
been inform'd of their Works, near Rdbaurn, 
there ſeems a ſhameful Waſte of the public 
Money, not only from the Idleneſs of the Dr 
kers, but 3 the Want of Knowledge, ä 
Command, and Attendance. i in their Superin- — 
tendants Nor can I ſpeak well of the Act it:. 
ſelf. It has greatly i injur'd me, The old one DET 
Was a much better. It took only a determi- 
nate Price the third Part of your Eſtate for 
the Drainage of it. This takes away either 
the Whole, or a 3d, or a 6th, or only a 9th, 
according. as you happen to haye very bad, in- 
different or very good Land. I am unfortu- 
_ nately one of the firſt Claſs, and being unhap- 
pily poſſeſs'd of a harren Soil, where too much 
Water was, muſt bear the ſame Burthen with 
the richeſt and moſt fruitful. And that even 
after 2000]. (almoſt the Purchaſe of the Land) 
| had been expended in a Bank, an Engine, and 
other Works of private Drainage, and 2001. 
within theſe ten or twelve Years in repairing 
them, and which Works had ſucceded ſo well 
that we had not loſt our low Grounds abore 
once (juſt before we repaired our Banks) in 
fifty Summers, when moſt or all thoſe on eve- 
ry Side of us were generally flooded and loſk,— 
5 And tho' theſe are the only Tegular Drainage 
1 Works in the whole Level, yet has Redbaurn 
= 19 Conſideration or Indulgence, except What 
| i D 2 e . trifling 
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ttifling one is contain'd i in a Une and even 
of which it is depriv'd by the Obſcurity and 
Vnintelligibility of the very Clauſe, which is 


known to have been purpoſely defign'd Tor 1 
Redbourn and fome others; the Mifunderſtand- | 


ing of it by the Commiſſioners of Appeal, who 
have therefore given a wrong and undefenfible 


Determination, and which upon that Account 
only, and a moſt obſtinate Rancour, the Com- 


miſſioners continue not to grant, tho' the 
Poſſeſſor has *prov'd his Right to that Claim, 
unanſwerably (for none his anſwerd him but 


by a Reference to tHe Sword, or, in other 


Words, the Determination' of the Cõmmiffi- 


oners of Appeal) by every Rule of Grammar, 
: Logic, Reaſon, Equity, and better Pfetenfi- : 
ons than 'it has bten granted. to other Lord- 
ſhips; Biſhop Norton, for Inſtance, which 
157 not a ag gle Bank or Engine to defend it 
from ſudden Plocds, and therefore is in no 
Meaſute drain'd, but quite open and Fable to = 
be flooded, 'and has - conſequently” been fre- 
quently Joſt, when Redbourn has been fav'd. 
But Arguments, Reaſon, Equity, Intention, 
Meaning, even corroborated by Mr. Dunnings 
Opinion on the Caſe, are nothing in Compa- 
riſon of a Deciſion againſt them, however 
wrong; tho' Sir C. Wray found out more In- 
Ser than I did in their Proceedings in 
Fs Point, But I do not n upon N. 3 
ey 
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tho' it may Ye! a ult one A I n to obs : 


tain nothing from Blunders, Miſtakes, - nor 


even Favour, but from Jaſtice: nor do 1 ſee 
the leaſt Profpect of any Remedy or Relief. 
There might have been ſome in the frugal 
Miaazeflelt and Application of the public 


Money. But as the Commiſſioners. ſeem'd de- 


. tertnin'd by their Execution of it to 80 to I 
the full Extent of their Credit, it will be a 


perp betual Millſtone upon the Necks of thoſe 


who are 'oppreſs' by it, 'tho''no. Yoke at all 
to others, who will not only throw that but in 
all Probability a g reat Deal more in Rent up- 
on their rect, from the Advatitages they. 


{TSF 


will receive by it. 


So that upon all theſe Netthäts, 1 cafingt 
ſee how tlie Act has anſwer d the modeſt Pro- 
miſes that were made for it to me by its God- 
fathers, that it ſhou'd be free from all the Er- 
rors, Defects, and Imperfections of all former 
Drainage and Navigation Bills whatever; or 


deſerv'd the Encomiums beſtowed on the Bill 
by the Speaker and many Members, (tho the 


former told me ſome Time after that he knew 
nothing of the Particulars of it) as the moſt 


perfect and equitable one ever preſented to 


Parliament. For I ſhoud think that laying 
on a Tax of 28. 6d. per Acre, indiſcriminate- 


ly on all Lands in a Level, whether 'good or 


pad, alredy drain d or not drain d, capable ; 
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or incapable of N Improvement or even 
Drainage, without the leaſt Regard to each 
Man's Proportion of Property in it, or Degree 
of Benefit to be reſpectively deriv d therefrom, 
did not require or ſhew any great Mental Abi- 
lities or Powers, and is quite different from 
the Mode adopted in the Halderneſſe and With- 

am Drainages. To ſpeak my Opinion of it, 
* accurate it may be in it's Regulations 


to mark Boats and ſuch trivial cuſtomary Cir- | 


cumſtances, the main Principle on which it is 
built is to the laſt Degree abſurd, unjuſt, and 


WR and not to be paralell'd but by its 


younger Brother in Nategzbumlbrer * * 


Accounts. | 


Alaſs poor Been“ What haſt thou ever 5 


done to provoke the Rage and Malice of thy 
Enemies againſt 1 1 of And to make the 
Stroke cut the deeper, it came from thy Neigh- 
bours and Acquaintance, and thoſe whom 


thou vainly flattered thyſelf were thy own fa- 


milizr F rot, whom thou haſt talked, and” 
walked with, and taken ſweet Counſel toge- 
ther; But alaſs! F riendſhip, Honour, Juſtice, 
T ruth muſt all fall a Sacrifice. to the Altar of 
Intereſt. Thou didſt never ſtir out of thy 
peaceful Domains to diſturb and invade the 
Poſſeſſions of others, and to impoſe Laws and 
Taxes upon them which they were not able to 
bear, pretending to Haan re Intereſt, * 

ation, 
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ation, and Gireuthſtantes better than their 
Poſſeſſors. Or if thou didſt ſtep out, it was 
never to injure Individuals; but to do ſome 
public Good, as thou canſt appeal (pardon 
thy boaſting) to thoſe Monuments, the Bridge 
and Cauſeway, leading over that very Spot 
where thou haſt receiv'd ſo much Wrong, and 
canſt challenge any one of the Commiſſion- 
ers to ſhew as much. And yet thou canſt not 
obtain the leaſt Juſtice from them, whilſt 
others who will be greatly benefited by the 
Principles of the Act itſelf, receive alſo the 
greateſt Attention, Favour, Complaiſance, and 
= Douceurs at the public Expence in the Exe- 
W cution of it. But Redbourn meets not with 
any one Friend or Advocate in the Houſe of. 
Commons, to defend it from Wrong, nor a 
little Finger held up for itat a Drainage Meet- 
* ing to do it even Juſtice, much leſs to — — 
its Wrongs; or alleviate its Hardſhips. Thou 
haſt always contented thyſelf in cultivating 
thy (by Nature) too barren Fields, and perhaps 
at an Expence far beyond their worth, yet 
| from hence the Neighbouring Poor were 
| cloathed, and the Hungry fed, and when oP 
vainly flatter d thyſelf thy Bloſſoms were a 
ripening, a moſt cruel Spoiler came and at 
one Stroke robb'd thee of all the Fruits of thy 
Labours on one Part of 12 Lands. 8 


FEW „ 5 But 


6 11 
. where Intereſt i is the ills g Paſſion; a 5 
4 1 6M to increaſe our _Eftates; Expectationg 
of Redreſs are chimerical. Pride and Obſti- 
nacy , mixed with Intereſt, keep thoſe who 
do thee Wrong from either ſeeing, or at 
leaſt owning it, and conſequently making | 
| ſome Satisfaction for it, and thofe Who did not 
actually do it, but are howev: er great Gainers 
by it, ſolace themſelves with the Advantages | 
they get, ſo as to acquieſce in it without the - - 
leaſt . to do Juſtice. Upon what other 
Principle can it be accounted for, that when : 
an Ac is found to be abſurd and "unjuſt, tho” 
*Thouſands are ſpent not only 1 in the moſt in- 
judicious but unjuſt Execution of it, yet one 
or two, Hundred is grudg' d to rectify Blun- 
- ders, correct Abuſes, and redreſs Injuries, a 
which might be cafily done by a new Bill, 
and without any Danger or Hurt to the Cre- 
L ditors u upon it. | 
a beg Pardon for this long declamatory | 
\ Digreflion, which contains little more than 
What I have frequently had the Honour of - 
ſaying to you at your Meetings, without an7 
Anſwer, or, as I cou'd perceive, any Impreſ- 
fion. I ſpeak my Sentiments with. great Free- 
dom, KL, I hope with as much Candour and 
as little Severity as 18 conſiſtent with my ſupe- 
rior attachment to Truth and Juſtice, I de- 7 
f clare 1 have not the leaſt ill Will or Reſentment 
; againſt. 
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xt. That to the Thouſands thrown. away, 


two Hundred may be expended towards ob- 
taining a new Act, wherein the Obſcurities | 
of the preſent one may be explain' d, the Miſ- 

takes corrected, and the Hardſhips and Injuſ- 
tice redreſs d. a2dly. That as ſeparate Ac- 
counts of theſe private Side Works have been 
kept, certainly from a ſecret Conſciouſneſs 
that they ſhou'd not fall upon the Public, theß 
be deliver'd reſpectively to the poſſeſſors or ns 
Lands on which the Money has been expend- 
ed, who I hope from the Principles of Honor 
and Juſtice, will be as willing as they fre able 


| TOW: any one OotuniRontr, the 1 al 8 
and do totally diſapprove and condemn their 
Proceedings and Operations. I therefore move 


a to refund it. zaly. That you will take into 
Conſiderations; and determine what ſhall be 


deem'd public Works to be made and main= 
tain'd as ſuch for ever hereafter at the public 
= Expence; and I think none can with Juſtice 
and Propriety be deem'd ſuch but the Lock, 
= Sluice, and main Drain or Drains from Fer- 
g raby Sluice to Biſbop Briggs, particularly the 
old River above Brigg; which tho excluded 
from the Honour of being the principal Canal, 


yet as the Boundary between all the Lord- 
_thips, and the natural Drain of the Level, 
ſhou'd at leaſt be kept open and maintain'd at 
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the Public * as an ons and 
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uſeful Drain, to which eyery private in · 
ternal Ditch in N ee tends and no 
. * | 
If you will act upon ſome gun Principles, 3 
ſhou'd be happy to co-operate, with you. If 
not, as I cannot approve of any other, I ſhall _ 
never trouble you with any further Imperti- 1 
nence, but ſit down contented and give up 
5 a Year out of an Eſtate already in a great 
Meaſure drain d, and brought, as I in my Con- 
ſcience believe, to its higheſt poſſible Value * 
1 Fol. a Year; and that for ever, or as long as 
the national Debt remains, from your Method 
olf executing the Act: and heartily wiſh with 
that 751. a Year out of my Eſtate, together 
with your own Taxes, you may be able to 
double, treble, and ſome quadrfiple your 
Eſtates above the Rent they hore 3 in their late 1 
drowned State. | 
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a ArPEAL 3 Meſs Hewitt, 
Boucherett, Sir J. Webb, T howpſon, 
Anderſon, Nelthorpe, Picker, Rich- 
ardſon, Hudſon, Saunderſon, Emp- 
ſon, Skelton, Hargrave, Kirke, Wea- 
therhead, Dixon, Wright, Hyldyard, 
5 Lendbetter, &c. acting Commiſſioners 
in the ANCHOLME Daainacs. 
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" I, HETHER the . of 
| Y ſome Indulgence for Redbourn | 
was not univerflly admitted, and a Clauſe par- 
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and the Clauſe afterwards allow'd to be de- 
= fign'd for it by the very Commiſſioners, who : 


Pf nevertheleſs (tho irregular 17) ſign d * the 
; full Aſſeſſment Want 8 


8 Whether by ich Act and che N a 
i Tenor of their ſubſequent Conduct, they have 
not broken their Faith, Word and Honour wi ith 


Redbourn, as well as violated the Rules of 
Ae RT e N 5 
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3d. \Whether i it was > Giowdls or honourable. 

in thoſe, who amus'd and deceiv'd the late 

Poſſeſſor of Redhourn (confin'd to his Chair and 

nee to attend, his Intereſts perſonally at the . 
| — 2 : COMMUNE 


* . 


ticularly promis'd before the paſſing the Act, 


\ 


9 0 0 J- 


Committee) with a Falſchood; thae cs 1 
Hbtain d a Clauſe in the Bill for Redbourn ta 
pay only one third for ever; till it was too 
late for the preſent Poſſeſſor (who undeceiv'd . 
him) to oppoſe it with Effect; under the Diſ- 
adyantages of a total Want of F riends, and as 
total an'Ignorance of the Forms and Methods 


of Proceeding; and eſpecially after Mr. H. 17 ; 


upon ſecond-Hand and the falſeſt Informati 


had point blank denied all his Allegations in 


a Place, where the Petitioner had not the Li- 


berty of reaſſerting and proving them: by 


which Stroke of Oratory his firſt Attempt to 
obtain ſome Relief Was _ beck h 
Head. 

- 4th. By what Rule 1 Reaſoning the Goin 
1 have determin'd Redhourn to be in na 
Meaſure drain d. there being no middle State 
or Term between that and being in eme 
Meaſure drain'd? Redbourn alone of all the 
Lordſhips at leaſt in the upper Level has had 
a Bank, an Engine and other Drainage Works 


erected on it at a great Expence, by which 
Means, not one Inch of the Carrs have been . 


loſt for near 50 Years together, (one or two 


Summers only excepted, and then only an in- 
_ conſiderable Part of them by an extraordinary. 


Flood coming over the Banks, ſince 8 
and the getting them fo inſur'd to the Tenant 
upo⁰ a moral Certainty (not a Toles one, 
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as Mr. B. Ae and ang which can't de inſur 4 
even to the Commiſſioners own Works) as to 
be let at a ſtated Rent of 58. per Acre; far in- 

deed above the preſent or poſſible future in- 

trinſic Value of the Land, but the Price of its 
Conveniency to the Uplands. This the Poſ- 
ſeſſor had the Honour to prove to the Com 
miſſioners three Vears ago, by an Evidence 
fince dead, who help'd to make the Banks and 
had mown in the Carrs ever fince; and in No- | 
vember 17 772 by Mr. Holgate and F. Brailsford 


Occupiers of theloweſt Carrs in Redbourn, the 
former for above 20, and the latter for theſe 
35 Years; who depos'd that they had never. 


loſt them in all that Term, except an inconſi- 


derable part of them one Summer as before 
mention'd. They further declared to the 


Commiſſioners, ow: they had often ſeen the 
Engine work to that Effect, as to drain every 
W Drop of Water to the Bottom of the Ditches, 
W © as to be oblig'd to ſtand till for Want of 
=» Work till the Waters came down again from 


above. Mr. T. Holgate expreſs d his Opinion 


of the Efficacy of the Engine ſo ſtrongly, that 


4 he always us'd to declare, when he thought 
they neglected working it by taking off the 
Engineer to other Work, that if hehad had the 
Command he wou'd have enſur'd to pay zl. 
for every Acre of the Carrs loſt. Vet this 
Engine, « and theſe Drainage Works the Com- 


miſſioners 


t 


. 


9 % h a 
45 Ba \ \ * V7 8 8 
* e * 
: » 
0 
- 4 . N 
* 
* f N 
k 
* 


. in their . of. hs 6th. of + 
October 1772, have declar'd (without having 
. ever ſeen the Premiſes) ineffectual (or as they 
 ſhou'd have more fully exproſsd it to juſtify 
their Reſolution) totally ineffectual Coveards 
the draining of the Lands in any Meaſure. 
th. Why Reabourn under theſe — : 
Hhou'd be put on the ſame Footing with Scaws+ 
=  Hibaldftoyp, the Kelſeys and Waddinghbam, }. 
which (as ſet forth in the Preamble of the 
Act) have been loſt generally, (except by the 
Favour of dry Summers) when Reabourn has 
been got in the worſt Summers. Lord Man- 
for's third Foot Land has been ſo totally loſt, 
that for many Vears they could not be let 
for any Rent at all. The Poſſeſſor of S. Kelſey 
in particular declar d before the H. C. that 
all his Lands there of near 500 Acres were 
ſo totally loſt, that he cou'd not get 408. 2 
Teatr for them all, and yet in 1766 and 1767 
at the paſſing of the Bill 58 declar'd Redbourn 
& S. Kelſey in the ſame Condition. Nevertheleſs 
in the Summer 1766 when he alighted on the 
Banks of Redbourn, he might have ſeen at the 
Engine the Water Rand fourteen Inches low- 
er within than without the Door, as it was 
ſeen by the Poſſeſſor and ſeveral other Gen- 
tlemen only two Days afterwards; and the very 
loweſt Carrs in Reabourn were.mown and got 
Fact Sant e == aer was forc d 
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to defift um ee ga Our! whit we. 
without the Banks two Miles higher up, and 
directly oppoſite to Mr. H. Eſtate. How 
then were they in the fame State and Conditi- 


on? Indeed Mr. A. goes a Step further now 
than he and Mr. H. and Mr. L. did before 
the Committee; and declares that Redbourn is 
in a worſe Condition or State of Drainage 


_ all the reſt of the upper Carrs. n 1 


pon further Converſation, he acknowleds 
4 25 "he had never been in any other Carrs,” 72: 


ho then could he know whether Redbourn Carrs 


were better or worſe?) that he had feen Rad- 
 bourn only i in the Winter when he was Fox- 


W hunting,” (at which Time it is not contended 


that they are in a better Condition, as they 


a Carr without the Banks, and which is al- 
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lie quite open to the reſt of the Carrs by a 
wide Wathſtcad as it is call'd, or Road Way to 


ways bank'd up again in Spring, when the 
Engine ĩs ſet to work to throw out the Water) 
eand had never ſeen them in the Summer, the 
only Time when the Efficacy of the Drainage 
Works is to be ſeen and judged of. For they 
= have been got when the reſt were loſt, There- 
W fore they are not in the ſame or worſe Condi- 
tion but in a better, and Therefore &. Probably 
this Gent. and Mr. L. who ſays he has Git's 
over Redhourn Banks in fifty Places, (an obſolute - 
poll: = theſe laſt fifteen ane 8 


— 


| * 8 


te) 


the other T nene mention d in We Reſolu⸗ 
tion of the 6th. of October. For the Informers 
were not known to, nor confronted with the 
Witneſles for Redbourn. The fame were the 
Evidence probably prepar'd.i in Caſe of a Trial. 
Such O Redbourn are all thoſe who hear and 
W bear Witneſs againſt thee. For they as weak 
= ly as maliciouſly imagine, that if they can get 
0 3 ſome Fellow to witneſs that he has gone in a 
5 Boat over the Banks 1 in the Winter and when . 
out of Repair, (which if it was ſo wou'd 
prove nothing to the Point) or that the Carrs 
have been wet and ſlappy when they were 
got, (which from the ſpongy and peaty Qua- 
lity of the Land they will always be in wet 
. Seaſons, are ſo at this Time tho the Drainage 
is carried far beyond them, and will be ſo in 
the moſt perfect Drainage, and even if the 
Lands were to be carried to the Top of the 
Wolds) they deſtroy and ſet aſide that plain, 
obvious, ſtriking, leading, diſcriminating Cri- 
terion or Diſtinction between Redbourn and its 
ſüurrounding Lordſhips, that every Acre of be 
former has been mown and got (no Matter 
how as to Slappineſs) in the wetteſt Seaſons 
for fifty Summers together, except an incon- 
ſiderable Part of them about fifteen and thirty 4 
five Years ago, by an extraordinary Flood 
over the Banks then wanting Repair; whilſt 
all the _ n nent N e 
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granted the Indulgence to the whole of B. 
Norton, which is in ns Senſe drain'd; having 
no Drainage Works, neither Bank to defend 
it from 4 Flood; nor an Engine to throw * 


vp ds of a 8 Situation, and the”. 
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ſuch theit Tools and Engines they work with. 


They ſeem to take their Ideas and Keafonings | 
at ſecond Hand from a certain Claſs of Men, 
whoſe Underſtandings generally ſquint, and 


nevet ſee Things in the plain Light 3 in which 
all the reſt of the World ſee them! For In- 


ſtance, ſet up a white Objed. * They imme- 


diately look out for che little airty Spot, 


and if they are ſo happy as to find it, they fix 
their Eyes ſo intently upon it, that they will 


not only deny the Object to be white, but 


are ready to contend that it is black. 


th. By what Rule of 1 asg has Ry 


out, nor an Outfall to carry it off, but is | 


open and liable to all Inundations, . (which ; are 


very frequent by Freſhes from B. Briggs) and 
conſequently frequently loſt, and 2 75 got by 
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5 Joie oY never path. but £45 the * Se dry 
Sealons, and the. Water linking into the 
| Earth. Whereas the Drainage, of Redbourn 
has been in the wetteſt Sealons effected by the 
Force of Art and the Efficacy « of a an Engine! in 
Fpite of ſurtduriding Waters. Such are the 
Commiſſionets of the Ancholme Drainage, and 
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Favpur of "Rl Seaſons,” It was one white 


Sheet of Water, and probably has been {+ : 


ever ſince the 6th. of October, when Mr. 
Hildyard one of the principal Proprietors fal- 
lied forth from Harpfwell with a full Proſpect 


of it, if he lock d that Way, and as it is 5 
be feared from the Event, with very undue 5 


and malevolent Diſpoſitions againſt Redbourn, 
from a very foreign Cauſe. For on that Day 


and the 3d. of November, he voted plump 
againſt it, not that he did, cou'd, or proba - 
bly had any Thing to ſay in Support of his 


Opinion, or to invalidate the Arguments and 


Proofs adduc'd in Favour of Redbourn. For 1 
as to Mr. Dunning's Opinion on the Caſe of 


Redbourn hereunder ſubjoin'd, he expreſs d 


aſide to a late Commiſſioner his total Diſre- 
gard and utter Contempt of it, (as muſt alſo 
the other Commiſſioners to be conſiſtent) in 


Compariſon of his own. And to be ſure his 
own muſt be better, as two are more than one. 
F or like an able Lawyer, he ſeems to have 


two Interpretations of the ſame Clauſe, one 

for himſelf and another for his Neighbour, . | 
bie could really think the Indul gence duc to B. N 
N Were and not to Redbourn. . $3 


7th. Whether 1 to 15 my F | 
8 of the Word Drain d, as corrobora- 
ted * Mes D, * on the Caſe, Reqbourn 


be 
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7 | be not the caly, Lordihis;/ to hich the 10 9 
1 3 cow 4 WER TORR be ; n 5 — 


Sch. | Whether, Sippticg "the Point not 
hs Commiſſioners of any Candour wou d 
not interpret a Clauſe in the moſt favourable - 
| Senſe, eſpecially with ſuch an Authority, and 
whether Humanity wou'd not induce them to 
ſhew all the Indulgence in their Power, con- 
fidering the great Expence of a previous pri- 
vate Drainage, the Degree of Efficacy it 
was attended with, and the very little additi- 

_ onal Benefit (very inadequate to the Tax) to 
be expected from the extream Nn . 
Barron . of Redbourn n Ef 


l 6 Whether cake Deterlligtcns upon 
Redbourn be not contrary to their Promiſe ; to 
the Intent, Meaning, and even Letter of the 
Clauſe, to notorious Matter of Fact and Evi- 
| | dence, to Candour and Humanity ; ; to the 
Opinion of Mr. Dunning,. and to the general = 
Senſe of ninety-nine Perſons out of a hundred 
f throughout the Level. 1 the Honourable 
cCommiſſioners themſelves not excepted) For 
| | | when the Poſſeſſor in his Harangues frequent- 
ly has aſk'd thirty or forty « of them together, 
| whether any one there did not know or be- 
| Heve Redbourn to be in a ſuperior State of 
_ > rainage, and did not expect there wou d be 


5 12 ſome 


3 


— « 


| . 


tie) 


Hike, A for itz and; whether. 4 
were not ſurpriz d to find it depriv'd of that 
Benefit; tho a long Pauſe was made for 
an Anſwer, not one had the Courage or 
Vary, to declare himſelf io: the eantram. 


| "oth. 8 what Pringtles of Juſtice, Low 
or Equity, did thoſe Commſſioners act, who i 
ſigned the Order for the Aſſeſſmęnt of Redl- 
 bourn, and in Excuſe owned they thought it 
Wrong : but that if they granted the Indul- 
gence to Redbourn, they 15 d be put to the 
7 rouble of Appeals of the ſame Nature ws 2 
many other Pariſhes, . als pre 


r 8 ** a 
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4 th. Was it cone with the Conſti- 

ence. of thoſe Commiſſioners acting under an 
| Path to do Juſtice to all, in the Execution f i 
the Truſt. repoſed in them by Parliament, ta 
act unjuſtly, and againſt their avowed Opini- 
on to one Man, that they might not b * _ 
* N ee of doing Juice to ares : 


* r 17 
1 e SJ 
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1 Why, 1 an 8 was ound to 
| glean the two Rivers from Brigg to B. Brigg. 
and ſign'd by Mr. H, the old River was clean d 
out againſt Mr. H. Eſtate only, and not 
touch d where it runs by Redbourn and Hibald- | 
>; and the greateſt Part of the Money 


Wn d boy the e * out on the private 
FEE RW; | A 


a * x F BS 2 


(4) 


Ditches and. b in Cadney. and: Haken 
N rod * he. mention eZ in the _— 


1 . Why an Ele was e Jung 
177 r on the Application only of Mr. Wright 
and Mr. Dixon, for the old River to be 
clean d -4 % Redbourn Es at cone 24g 
1 3 
hs; Why i is cake old 4 River d. Maki pin. | 
treated and clean'd as a public River juſt from 
Mr. H. Eſtate, and immediately ceaſes to be 
one, when it arrives at Redbourn, and there? is 
thrown upon the a to do a 


I 15th. Are fach Proceedings fair, jul, 
eee 1061; 


5 1 - * * z þ - 
/ f 1 — l 4 f FP ” 


= 236th; - By e Fownn' or Clauſe are a 
= Bridge over les Lon Ditch in Broughton Com- 


mon, . two over the River in Broughton Pariſh 


where there us'd to be but one, three over 
= ſome Drain in Hor#/tow, perhaps as many 
private ones in Appleby, Saxby, vn _— 
Ben, built at 0 public Erpence? 


127th. Why are the Side Drains. 1 EEE 
Brigg. Faraway, P ifs-a-bed and other Ditches 
Drains and Becks in Cadney, Houſeham and 


Kee clean'd out at the publio TOE: and 
i GAP Das ear ö 


4 
i = 
7 1 8 
W 
. 
1 
22 


0 0 Y 
ed by the Vote of June 1771 bega 


and main Drains, neceſſary and eſſential to be 
avs towards a general Drainage, and from 
Time to Time and at all Times to be mam. 

Lain d at the public Expence : whilſt not one 

fingle\/Drain, nor even the old River is al- 
_ lowed to be a public Drain to three of the 
Lordſhips on the Weſt Side above Brigg, and : 
which if not done, the Drainage will be of 
little or no Benefit to them, and likewiſe if 
thrown upon them to open and clean, will be 
throwing another . additional Burthen upon 
them, almoſt equal to what they now already 


bear towards the Pramas: in its —_ 
f Form. 1 


i 18th. If; it be ſaid . are "dab by v Virs 
tue of a Power to make Bye Laws, whether 
| fuch Power does not wholly ſet aſide the Act, 
and renders the Directions and Limitations 
therein of none Effect, ſo that by the ſame 
Power the Commiſſioners might build Corn 
Mills, Warehouſes, &c. on what Eſtates they 
pleas d, only declaring them neceſſary and 


5 eſſential to be done for a General Drainage? 73 


1th. Whether the AQ does not impower 
| and direct the Commiſſioners to iſſue out their 
Orders to the Proprietors of the ſide Drains 
Jeaging to the main Drain or Riyer to clean 
N — em 


1 


23 out 7 ak Power is Farther confirm 


ed by the Opinion of Mr. n 's taken . 
e Purpoſe. „C 


15 0 


) 


. Whether * es. not 3 hs 
thoſe Side Drains ſhou' d be done at the private 
 Expence of the Proprietors, eſpecially as 
there is no expreſs Mention made of them i in 


the Act to be done at the public Cy 


2. If 6 whether the Hole mois 
the public Charge be not a Miſ-application- 
of the public Money, and conſequently a 
6-1 | Soma done to ne Individual F 


| Whather: any Perſon of Hogour: 


 wou'd aſk or accept ſuch . d on a ſuch 
Conditions 5 WE | 


234. 2 | oh old River 8 
except Pac "Me. H. Eſtate upwards). neg-- 
le&ed, rejected, and quite throw n out of the 
Plan of a general Drainage, which is an anci- 
ent River, the general Boundary between alt 


Drain of the whole Level, to which all the 
private internal Ditches and Drains of every 


public Priviledges and Advantages are tranſ- 


ferr'd to S. K * e anne Piſi-a-bed 
5 ank 


; 
* 
N 


Eſtates, the lowelt, natural, 7 5 Mother — 


| Lordſhip tend and terminate, whilſt all its 5 


6 


1 nad 8 ö 1 1 F 2 jd : 1 
1s * 
Pg F; 


| and mary: other fill more due e. eulen, 
and unknown en Dirches | Fay * 


* 128 5 pl * 


1 24th. Whether it was not Mr. H. . Opinion 
that the old River ſhou'd be the only Canal 
above Brigg both. for e Se! OO. 
; kation? $4 608 5 


| #5 


Joo oi. Whether it t wou'd: not Rr 601 | ans 
Accounts more eligible than the new ſtrait 
Cutt, which interſects private Eſtates very 
inconveniently, will be attended with very 
great Expence to the Public, by erecting 
Bridges of Communication to Lands ſo inter- 
ſected, and which Bridges will be a greater 
Hindrance to the Navigation (if there ſhou'd 
be one, a Point not yet aſcertain'd) than the 
Loſs of Time wou'd be by following the gen- 
tle Windings of the old River, which wou d 

not make a Difference of two Hours between 
Brigg ail: B. Prins: | 34 


— 2 


"iu | Whether the Principle of Tixatio 
| in the Acc of 28. 64. per Acre be not abſurd, 
W unjuſt andoppreflive; contrary, to every other 

I Mode ef Aſſeſſment, public or private, paro= 
chial or national, to the Principle of the gen- 
eral Law of Sewers of 23 Hz 8, to all other 
Drainage Taxes,” and to every Idea of Equis | 
ad * implying that. all Lands are of equal 
V 


— 
- 


69 


tz 


ture r State and Sa &c. 
&. Poſitions too e to mention. "has 


27th. 4 
the PR” "that gy are nor ever in * 
worth the Tax impos'd oh them, and others of 
ten Times the Value. * VVV 


9 


28th. Whether the Gulag "We the Velde . 
of the Land be not to all Iitcats and EL Pry 
Af a Man of his Property | 1 


5 5 Whether ach aegriving a Man of 

his Property be not equally unjuſt, whether 

it be effected by a Piſtol, a Pack of Cards, or 

an Act of Parliament? For tho” the firſt In- 
ſtrument may add Fear of Life, vet the laſt is 

often found to be the larger! handed-Robber., 


Zoth. Whether it would! bot be ah the 
very tedious to demonſtrate, that not one fin- 
gle Step (without Excer ption) which has been 
taken in the Drainage. fort its Commence- 
ment either in the planning, obtaining, and 
executing the Act, or in ſutveying, aſſeſſing, 
and draining the Level, has been agreeable wo 
good Senſe, Judgement, Skill, Occonomy, 
Lune or Honourz and in many Rape 


. * 7 
8 


8 N contrary 


* 


Honour, wou'd engage in the Execution of 
in Act, the very Principles of which operate 
ſo unequally and unjuſtly, as to take away 
half the Property of thoſe who have too un- 
happily very bad Land, to double and, treble 
the Property of thoſe. who have very good ; 
unleſs it were to mitigate and ſoften the Hard- 

 thips of the Act by a frugal, juſt, and rather 

- favourable Execution of it to the Sufferers, 
rather than exaggerate the Evils of it by a moſt 
extravagant, injudicious, partial, unjuſt and. 
opprefiive Expehditute of the public Money.” 


Whether the Commiſſioners hy 


l > 3 ad 1 Py Av k E 2 e N c — ß ̃ . Fr _g+ 2 ö Pe TOS, The 
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Fund y forewarn'd of it, ſacm to be 
deaſt aware of the Conſequences of their waſte- 
ful and unfaithful Management of the public 
TFruſt, which has already. brought them al- 
moſt to the utmoſt Extent of their Credit, or 
at Jeaft will before. they have Hiniſh'd their 
Drainage. In Which Caſe what, is there left 
to maintain the Works in Repair, and pay off 
the public Debt ? The Conſequenoe is obvi- 
dus; the Taxes mult remain; and all theit i 
Works go to Ruin and be of no Effect, or elſe 
!.!!! ao rnb ag: they | 
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657 muſt again” ap ply Pied) tbr the 
other 28. 6d. an Acre, and in that Caſe thofe 


who have very bad Ladd had better give it 
entirely away. Mr. Yopmge. eh eminent En 
Pan eſtimated the Expence of 3 General 


rainage at 160 pl. But he did not inelude 
in that the private Brid es and Ditches of 


=_ Houſehan, „ elſes „Kc. Theſe Gen- 

= tlemen have already ſpent 3 5;0001. for Which | 
dhe Public has get only a good Sluieey a bad 

Lock, and ten or 1welve Miles: of an old 


bo AP. 
WE 


Account) and have not near finiſh'd the Work; 
nor cap the Ways and Means ; , or in other 
Words, the Tolls and Faxes to raiſe Money 
on, be eſtimated at tlie higheſt at more than 
2, gool. per Yea, which 1 wn the: NN 
| 4 1 elde is hl 
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Me Mi s OOTY: on "the f 

Chauſe of Indulgenee, taken by the 
| Commiſſioners t zemſclves for 1 7 
Direction, upon en 4 Claim and Ap- x. 
| peal of Bodbury | | or the 1 nd wake re 


- The Act does not appear to me ; 

to make any Diftinftion, nor to 2. 

4 6575 2 the Commiſſiorters to diſtin- 
4 — 55 —_ 
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Drain clean'd out; ( all the reſt is dn private 


| 3) 


g viſh, between the tals conſtantly 
« ret Water, and thoſe which are 
only occaſionally ſo; but it impow- 
sers and requires the Commiſlioners 

ce to impoſe an equal Tax on all the 

« Carrs and low Grounds' within the 
40 Limits of the Level, which are liable 
ce to be flooded and overflown with 
( Water, with a Proviſo in Favour. of 
(c ſuch as are Arne in ſome Mcafurb 
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« Under eier et * 13 15 
in ſame Meaſure: yn nee" drain 4 
60 1 do not underſtand thoſe which 
ce from their Situation are leſs fre- 
ce quently overflow'd than others, but 

* thoſe only, upon which ( whateve | 
« were the Degree of Inundation they 
« were beſore ſubje& to). the 7 - 
tion of draining has been already i" 
40 Part perform d. — Which of th 
e Lands within the Level fall unde 

te this . Deſcription, is a Queſtion 0 of 
00 Fact, about which 1 ſhou d ſup 
0 it cannot be dient for the Com 


miſſjons 
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« which” are liable 


6. f 8 | Proceedings 
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en to be accurately inform'd. 


« Theſe Lands/ ( whatever' be the Ex- 


6e tent of them) are for a given Time 


« to be charg 1 one third of their 
« proportionabl e Rate, on Account 
1 underſtand) of the Expence 


« which the Owners .of them may be 


8 ſuppos d to have already i igcurr 4 in 


part draining them; And it appears 


ge to me to be the Intention of the 


«AR, that all others within the Level 


cc leſs,” [no Matter in N Degte rec 

$f, tg; be flooded &. and . ON ho 
« not yet been even in part drain'd, 
60 ** ſhou' 9 be {1 . 1d. alike . t: e Das 
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November 1 97. the Mitts: oft e 
ehre! Meeting, the Oath of the Commiſſi- 


oners and Mr. Dunning's 8.0 Opinion on the 
Clauſe of Indulgence being mova for and 


read; Mr. ane made a” long Tlarangue in 


Which" he endeavour'd” by Argument, ſap- 


ported by Evidence, to prove the Ilegality of 
their Affehment of Rech- as well as the 
ED and . of their other 
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hits in the Drainage, but without any 
Effect or Anſwer. And Mr. A. having his 
Hand on the Bell to call in Mr. L. who by 
chis appears to he the principal Evidence againſt 
Redbourn, as well as the Oracle, Guide, Philo- 
ſopher and Friend of all the Commiſſioners in 
all diicult Queſtions ; and knowing that 
neither himſelf nor any Witneſs he did or 
eou'd produce was in any Degree of Eſtimatl- 
on or Credit with the Commiſſioners, in Com- 
periſon with a Gentleman of Mr. L. Worth 
and Abilitigs; and Mr. A. having aſſur d 
him the Sunday before that he pits ſign 
the Warrants of Diſtreſs, and knowing, from 
theſe two. Gentlemen the Temper ant Diſ- =_ 
poſition of all the other Commilioners, he. = 
 reſdly'd to contend with them nd longer, 
and told them, That he wou'd not give them 
the Trouble of ſigning the Warrants, nor 
| keep them in ſuſpence any longer; that he 
had dropp'd his ern Deſign. of Hanging | 
2 Trial with them, the he was ſyrg po 
7 Judge. of, ANY (unleſs truck out of that . 
give it againſt him; tho' he 
ſhoy' 4 3 employ Attorney nor Council, © 
but reſt his Pleas upon Matter of Fact, the 
Letter of the Act, the Informalities of their 
Proceedings, and the Mifapplication of the 
public Maney. That the Object of ſaring 
the Meare was tao inconfidetable to engage 9 


1 


Tu) 


him in it, being * col. a Your for five Yeh 

which he apprehended they now took. from 0 

him contrary to the Act, but which after tb 
| Expiration of that. Ti ime they wou'd have # 

Sort of Rig ht to take according to the Act; ; 
and as the expoſing the Abſurdity and Injuſtice | 
of their ee (his chief Motive for a 
Conteſt) wou'd not anſwer the Trouble, he 
gave the Point up, and even went further; 
and as he knew not the leaſt Difference be- 
tween one Part of Redbourn Carrs and another, 
being all let upon the ſame Footing, and be- 
ing all equally. in ſome Meaſure drain'd or 
not drain'd, and therefore if they had a Right 
to the full Aſſeſſment upon one Part they had 
W it on the whole, the reſt being in no better 
Condition, he cou'd not think of accepting 
any Indulgence for any Part, which wou'd be 
a Wrong to the Public, if their Determinati- 
on was juſt. He therefore. beg'd Leave to 
pay the full Aſfeſſment for the whole, and ac- 
f cordingly he laid down on the. Table (with a. 
Paper containing the Calculation of the Al. 
ſeſſment for four Years) 29. 168. for 1 
Acres, 2 Roods, 16 Perches, and (as he 
confeſſes, with. this internal Reflection, Satrate 
vor Auro, quad fitiviftis; And tho' he told 
them that be believed co the beſt of his Judge- 5 
ment, he then laid down the 10th. Part. f 
the lohericance, of the Land. yet it ſeemid 
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net to make the leaſt kaßteflos on ua: 
Bowels, but they ey'd the Money with great Þ 
TR Complacency | and Satisfaction; ſilently and 
ſecretly exulting 1 in their Strength and Power, 
nor did it in the leaſt offend the Delicacy 

of their Honour and Conſcience to accept 
about gol. more than the Aﬀeſſment, for 
which the Treaſurer gave his ä + 


\ : 
* % 
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Sir C. e made rant Efforts to make 
wem retract their Reſolutions, by ſhewing 
the Injuſtice of them, but without Effect. 
They continued obſtinate, and in a ſulleu 
Silence expreſs'd their Perſeverance; and Mr. 
Carter defiring him to defift from any further 
Attempts to plead his Cauſe, (the Iſſue of 
which he was very eaſy about) Sir Cecil Wray 
at length made a Motion to the following Ef- 
fs, "which was ſeconded by Mr. Broadly. 


That the Wettzuageien of the Comma - 
ters on the 6th. of October, whereby it Was 
order'd* that 32 5A. 14P. part of Redbourt 
Carrs ſtand charged with 2s. 6d. per Acre, 
and 270A. 2R. 2 P. the other Part thereof, 

be charg'd with 10d. per Acte, is arbitraty 
and oppreſſive, not founded on Evidence, 
and utterly inconſiſtent with Mr. Dunning“ 
9 on the Indulgence Clauſe,” "3 
= 


| 


I — TW... OI oo I... 


=_ 
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— 
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Lie "Ob. Manek, Broadly, for it. 


Commiſſioners, in ſup 


A 


| therbedd, agel the Queſtion ; Sir 9 


on this arbitrary hari of. «. 
port of their Order of 
the 6th. of October, Sir Cecil Wray and Mr. 
Broadley moved, that it be order d 2 That Sir 
Cecil Wr 


longer conſiſtently with their Honour as Gen- 


tlemen, and the Oath nah took for the due 


Execution over Truſt, 


ae Stroke on their Conduct, did not 


embarraſs them much, or produce any other 
Effect than bs ſhort Stare of Surpriſe 3 ; fo that 

: . to ſhew what intoxicating and! in- 

Charms Power has to tranſport its 

Poſſeſſors to boaſt what they can do, Mr. A. 

ſo far being in the leaſt affected at the unan- 

ſwer'd and unanſwerable Chatge of embez- 

E — * 1 Maney to e Uſes in 
1 H 


Planer 


e a”; ets. FEM Kirk 3 
1 Dixon, Hyldyard, Richardſon, Enp- 
i Hudſon, Hargrave, Skelton, Bacon, Wea= © 


ay and Mr. Broadley be diſcharged at 
their own Requeſt from being Commiſſioners 


under the ſaid Draina age Act, they refuſing to 
act, which they conceive they cannot do any 
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B- idges were 


Claim to them; 

lar Order for one Perſon, ſeem'd as if the Act 
was made for the Emolument and Conveni- 
ence of a few, and not of all. 


9 


Planter: Bridge, Houſeham and Cal Pitches, 
| &c. &c. ſaid to Mr. C. as he was going ous. 
of the Room with. Sir Cecil Wray and Mr. 


4 Broadley, « that be ſhou'd aſe for ſome more Brid- 4 


ges; to which the Reply was, hat he. might. 


 dawhathe pleac d, for with him it was only to aſe 
aud to have. And they went immediately to 
private Jobs, by ordering (on bis Applicati- 


on) Bridges to Cadney, not expreſsly by 
Name bat by the Deſcription, ** where old 

without ever conſidering whe- 
ther they were public or' private ones. Not 


that it is hereby inſinuated, that there ſhou' d 1 


not be Bridges built there at the public Ex- 


pence; but the Order ſhou'd haye been a 


general one for Bridges to all interſe&ted 
Lands, which have an equal Right and 
whereas making a particu- 


* 


The preſent Caſe 41 R 1 D B OUR Net | 


. fifty, and fixty Years. ago. "Was 
Cartes came into Lincolnſhire to take Poſſeſ- 


ſion of ſome Eſtates by Inheritance. Seeing 
the low Grounds in Redhourn in the Level of 
0 Ancholme totally loſt and overflow d wit Wa- 


4 


Fs 1 ter, 


4 "ag 
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ter, he licited the Praphictbrn a the Level 1 
to come into a general Drainage. None or 
few conſenting, he at an Expence of about 
15001. and perhaps equal to the then Value 
of the Land, erected a Bank and Engine and 1 
other Drainage Works, by which Redhbourn - 
alone has every Summer ſince got every Acre of 
its Carrs, a very inconſiderable Loſs excepted _ 
about 15 and 3 5 Years ago by extraordinary 
Floods over the Banks, then wanting Re- 
pairs. Redbourn Carrs, take them all toge- 
ther, are the worſt aud pooreſt in the whole 
Level. When the Commiſſioners of Appeal 
came to view them, tho they totally miſtook the 

Object of their Determination, and if they 
had underſtood it, view'd it in the Winter : 
and in the higheſt Floods, when they cou'd 
not judge of the Point in Queſtion, as they 
chemſelves confeſs d, and conſequently made 
a wrong, tho' a very friendly Deciſion, (for 
without any Rule, Ground, or Foundation 
whatever, which wou' d not have extended to 
the whole; but out of pure Compaſſion and 
Friendſhip, they granted the Indulgence for 
2 or 300 Acres more than their Lords and 
Maſters did upon the mere Report of an in- 
competent Surveyor) yet Mr. Grantham, who 
; eem'd to take the Lead, declar'd from the 
ate and Condition of it that it ſhou'd not in 
. Juſtice have been tax d at above one third fer 
| = Tos 2 ele 2 


ever. And dee  Commiſtioner, | Mr. 
Harnęſt, a Gentleman converſant in Farming 
and. conſequently no incompetent Judge of 
the Value of Land, declar'd, that he wou'd ll 
not rent it to pay only the Drainage Tax, 
Probably many of the others, tho the Ten- 
ants, Stewards, and Dependants of. the 
Gentlemen againſt whoſe Aſſeſſment the 
Appeal was made, were of the ſame 'Opi- 
nion, if they durſt avow it. Few People 
' that haye but an Eye without any deep 
Judgement in Land, but wou'd be of the 
dame Opinion upon a View. Vet theſe 
Lands fo in ſome Meaſure already drain'd at a 
great Expence, and fo intrinſically barren 
| from its conſtituent elementary. Principles, at 
ſcarce to. produce half a Load an Acre of the 
_ worſt Hay! in England, and conſequently in- 
1 capable of any further Improvement adequate 
to the Tax, are by à Law obtain'd and made 
by a few People of great Rank, Power, Inte- 
reſt, and Property, without any Confidera- Wi 

tion or Indulgence-made ſubje& to a Tax of 
28. 6d. per Acre, equally with the moſt 
drowned and fertile Lands; ſome of which 
immediately upon emerging out of Water 
without any Cultivation or Improvement will 
be worth 20s. per Acre. Tho' Redbourn ne- 
ver will be the hundred Part of the Value of 
* * being anger the ago 0 
| | = | 
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Charge of the er, Drainage. 


of the great, 


ö qoth. Part in * it 5 e = <Y 
on the abſurd and un juſt Principle of the Ack. 
be ſubject to the 29th. or zoth. Part of the nl 
, And till 3 
; further, by the laviſh, partial, and arbitrary 
| Proceedings of the Commiſſioners in the Exe 
cution of it, and particularly by their Refolu= - 
tion of the 1ſt. of July, 1771, itis made ſub- 
je& not only to the Charges 
. neceſſary, and public Works of a General Drain= | 
age, ſuchas a Lock, Sluice, and main Drain, 
but alſo to the building, cleaning, and main- 
taining for ever Plankers Bridge in Broughton 
Common, and many other Bridges, Tunnels, 
Ditches, Drains, and other private internal 
Drainage Works in the ſeveral Lordſhips of 
Broughton, Appleby, Horkſtow, Saxby, Bondy, 
Eiſbam, Houſeham, Cadney, and the Kelſeys, 
and whatever. other private Sideworks they 
may hereafter think proper to do in any other 
Lordſhip. Redbourn diſdains to aſk, nor will! 
accept (tho' in no. Danger of being offeed) '- ; 
any private internal Works to be done for it 
at the public Charge. But it aſks, requites, 
and demands the old River to be clean d but 
againſt it, as a public River, a general Boun- 
dary, and the natural Drain of the Leve K - 
without which the other Drain will be of += © 
ry little Service to Redbourn and Hilal flow. — 
and if thrown upon. the For Re 5. 0 5 a EY 
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